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Mayor’s
Message
CR ANNE BAKER

Another year of exceptional delivery from Council,
and another year framed by extraordinary times.
This year’s budget reflects what is important
to our region as we navigate our way through a
pandemic and into a stronger and more resilient
region.
Re-energising our communities is so much more
to us than just words. We know that the beauty
and the best of what our region has to offer is the
people. The direction of where we are spending
our time and money in this budget focusses
on improving the lifestyle and liveability of our
communities for our people.
Council has taken every opportunity with this
year’s budget to build and strengthen the Isaac
way of life, enabling the community to get back to
using Council facilities and services and helping
our regional economy to move toward recovery.
A decade after presenting my first budget as
Mayor of Isaac Regional Council, I can’t help but
reflect on how far we have come as a region, and
how proud I am to look forward to another 10
years of positive change and growth.
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WHO ARE WE?

Your Council
Our Vision: To energise the world.
Our Mission: To feed, power and build communities.
Our Vision Statement: Helping to engergise the world. A region
that feeds, powers and builds communities.
Our Values:
Professionalism:
We will display accountability,
openness, transparency and
integrity.

Procedural Consistency:
There is a consistent approach
to the way in which Council
conducts its business across the
region.

Continuous Improvement:
All aspects of the organisation’s
operations are encouraged
through a progressive and
creative approach.

Customer Focus:
We identify and meet the needs
of all customers in a responsive
and equitable manner.

Excellence:
The manner in which we
approach all aspects of the
business for Isaac region, the
highest possible outcome will
be achieved.

Teamwork and Coordination:
We work together to achieve a
common goal.
Safety and Wellbeing:
We are all committed to
working safely and caring for
each other’s wellbeing.

Electronic copies of Council’s Annual Budget are available, free of charge,
on Council’s website www.isaac.qld.gov.au.
Copyright Isaac Regional Council 2021
Originally adopted by Council on INSERT DATE AND RESOLUTION
NOTE: Council revises the budget on a quarterly basis. Capital and operational expenditure is subject to change.
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WHO ARE WE?

The Isaac Story
ABOUT COUNCIL

ABOUT THE ISAAC REGION
We are huge!

58,708km2
Spanning from the coast to the coalfields
That is 25 times the size of the ACT!

Come and see us at one of

7

customer service offices

We service

17 unique communities

We employ

Modern mining towns, historical towns,
coastal and rural towns

across the Region

513 staff

We produce

$19.4B annual economic output*
in the Isaac region
We know we are punching above our weight

We keepbusy, budgeting

$58.6M
capital works projects
for completion in 2020-2021

Our people are important to us

20,987 are permanent*
12,500 are temporary

1/3 of our population doesn’t live here, but they enjoy
the benefits of our region
We maintain

We get out and about,
supporting and hosting

298
events & programs
in 2020-2021

4,500kms of roads
Sealed 2,400km, unsealed 2,100km
That’s like driving from Moranbah to Perth!
We look after

19 community facilities
Civic centres, recreation centres, museums, galleries, halls
and showgrounds
We want the community to stay connected

We supported our
community with

$359,826 in
Council grants and
stimuli
given out in
2020-2021

We proudly have

8 aquatic facilities
Because what better way to stay cool than a splash in the pool?
We maintain

400
media releases and
public notices

85 parks and open spaces
Our region is beautiful and we want you to spend time in it
*REMPLAN: https://app.remplan.com.au/isaac/economy
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about what we did in
2020-2021

WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME FROM?

Income at a Glance

5%

5%

6%

NET RATES & UTILIT

SALE OF CONTRACT
WORKS

13%

71%

OTHER RECURRENT

OPERATING GRANT
CONTRIBUTIONS

FEES & CHARGES, R
INTEREST RECIEVED

Net Rates & Utility Charges

$90.7M

Sale of Contract & Recoverable Works

$16.4M

Other Recurrent Revenue

$7.5M

Operating Grants, Subsidies & Contributions

$6.9M

Fees & Charges
Rental Income
Interest Recieved

$3.7M
$1.5M
$601K
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WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?

$45M capital budget

2%

4%

3%

9%

35%

11%

14%

22%

Roads, Drainage, Infrastructure and Technical Services

$15.7M

Community Facilities, Hubs & Compliance

$9.8M

Council Properties, Fleet, Plant & Workshops

$6.3M

Water

$4.9M

Wastewater

$4.2M

Parks & Recreation

$1M

Waste Management

$1.7M

Services, Support & Safety

$1.4M

Capital budget is the money we use to build, renew and support the region through infrastructure
projects. These include ongoing programs like renewing and upgrading our roads, replacing or
improving water and waste infrastructure and long-term projects like multi-phase upgrades to
community facilities.
The proposed capital budget is subject to outside funding and grants.
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WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?

$125.8M operational budget

ROADS & DRA

19%
30%

COMMUNITY
EDUCATION &

COUNCIL PRO
WORKSHOPS
WATER

8%

WASTEWATER

5%

PARKS & RECR

6%

16%
13%

3%

WASTE MANA

SERVICES, SU

Roads, Drainage, Infrastructure and Technical Services

$38.2M

Community Facilities, Hubs, & Compliance

$19.6M

Council Properties, Fleet, Plant & Workshops

$3.6M

Water

$16.2M

Wastewater

$8.1M

Parks & Recreation

$6.2M

Waste Management

$9.4M

Services, Support & Safety

$24.5M

Our operational budget is what keeps things working at Council and supports the day-to-day
delivery of services to our region. Whether it is our staff expenses, road maintenance, community
programs, keeping our parks beautiful or the cost of running our water, wasterwater and waste
management facilities, these and more come from the operational budget.
Isaac Regional Council: 2021-22 Annual Budget
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MEDIA RELEASE

Council budget set to re-energise
Isaac’s unique communities
Re-energising Isaac region communities is
the centrepiece of the adopted Isaac Regional
Council 2021-22 Budget after the incomparable
strain of COVID-19.

“Increases to Council’s waste management
and utilities charges have also been kept to
2% despite rising cost pressures from the
Queensland Government Waste Levy.”

Mayor Anne Baker said the unprecedented
impacts the Isaac region felt last year was
the reason the budget needed to focus on
community resilience.

Mayor Baker said the budget will make sure
with the community re-activation that Council
delivers on its core business of maintaining roads,
managing waste and securing water.

“We saw so many impacts on our region and as
we push forward with our recovery, Council has
focused on delivering a responsible communitycentric budget,” Mayor Baker said.

“Through the $45M capital works program we
are building our communities resilience and
improving community infrastructure,” she said.

“Council stood up last year in the face of
COVID-19 uncertainty and froze rates and
levies for residential and rural ratepayers while
continuing to support the local economy
through tough economic times.
“Significant work has been done to keep the
overall rates increase to 2.4%, following on
from the rates freeze for residential and rural
properties last year.

“We are investing $15.7M in roads around the
region, $1M will go toward maintaining our parks
and playgrounds and $9.1M will be spent on
securing our water and wastewater assets for our
future.”
Mayor Baker said Council had taken every
opportunity with this year’s budget to preserve
the Isaac way of life, enabling the community to
get back to using Council facilities and services
and helping our regional economy to move
toward recovery.

We have reduced the cent in the dollar for
general rates to offset some big increases to
land values, in particular agricultural land values,
as a result of Queensland Government land
valuations.

“COVID-19 saw major changes to how Council
does business and meant that we had to
continue to push harder to support the local
economy,” Mayor Baker said.

This means that for about 90% per cent of
Isaac’s ratepayers the rates increase is equivalent
to buying a cup of coffee each week. This is a
responsible budget that will see us stay on track
to meet our long-term financial forecast.

“Council has stepped up its local buy policy
applying more weighting to local suppliers. This
has seen Council spending an additional $6M
with local Isaac suppliers and we will continue
this strategy.”

Isaac Regional Council: 2021-22 Annual Budget
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MEDIA RELEASE

Water, wastewater and waste
investment of $10.8 Million for Isaac
A $10.8M injection into water, wastewater and
waste projects will help continue to build and
further re-energise Isaac’s future.
Isaac Regional Council’s 2021-22 Budget
revealed an investment of $4.9M into water,
$4.2M for wastewater upgrades and $1.7M to
improve waste management facilities.
Mayor Anne Baker said the 27 water, wastewater
and waste capital expenditure projects in the
Isaac Regional Council’s 2021-22 Budget
is about strengthening and security for
communities.
“We have made major inroads across our water
and wastewater treatment plants and waste
facilities and we are proud on how we’ve come,”
Mayor Baker said.
“Many of the issues that we continue to work
through are historic in nature and by working
together, we will be able to deliver a more
efficient, cost-effective and sustainable water
and wastewater network.
“We are dedicated to achieving long-term
outcomes which meet the expectations of our
communities through the improvement of
infrastructure, service delivery and products,
including drinking water quality and recycled
water opportunities.”

Water and Waste Standing Committee Chair
Councillor Simon West said one of the big
projects for this financial year is significant $1.7M
upgrades to Dysart’s wastewater services.
“This investment in Dysart is to improve
electrical upgrades and rehabilitation works plus
improving the optimisation of the Wastewater
Treatment Plant,” Cr West said.
Mayor Anne Baker said Council also has to
manage over 30,000 tonnes of waste that
comes through the waste management facilities
or transfer stations, making waste an important
part of this year’s budget.
“Council will invest $1.6M this financial year for
the proposed $2.5M stage 2 of the Moranbah
landfill design and construction. This will see
a new lined landfill cell to assist with Council
continuing to provide quality waste services to
the community,” Mayor Baker said.
“Moranbah’s 400ML raw water dam
improvements will see $1.2M for remediation
works plus major sewerage pump station
rehabilitation and remedial works have also
been earmarked for Middlemount, Nebo and
Glenden.”
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MEDIA RELEASE

Re-energising lifestyle takes centre
stage in Council’s budget
Building and strengthening Isaac’s lifestyle and
liveability is primed for a re-invigoration through
a Council budget booster of $10.8M.
The core of Isaac Regional Council’s 2021-22
Budget is re-energising communities through
$9.8M for facilities, hubs and compliance, with
$1M for parks and recreation.
Mayor Anne Baker said there are very positive
signs emerging of the recovery in the events
space.
“I’m confident that our efforts will help grow
Isaac to be the place for families, professionals
and industry to work, rest, play and invest,” Mayor
Baker said.
“We have low employment rates; wide open
spaces and our region spans from the coast to
the coalfields.”
Stage 2 of the Clermont Saleyards and
Showgrounds Revitalisation Masterplan
Project is set for $3.2M in federal funding to
help improve its infrastructure and technology
upgrades thanks to an Australian Government
injection, through Regional Recovery
Partnerships.
Mayor Baker said this investment will support
the Isaac community’s vision for a world class
saleyards and showgrounds in Clermont – home
of our regional show, the oldest in Queensland.
“This unique community venue offers
sustainable, modern, adaptable and accessible
facilities that support dynamic event
opportunities,” she said.
Mayor Baker said $1.59M from the Queensland
Government’s Works for Queensland program
funding allocation announcement will help

upgrade vital recreational spaces that benefit
Isaac communities.
“A total of $1.2M in the replacement of the Greg
Cruickshank Aquatic Centre water park and
toddler’s pool,” Mayor Baker said.
“It will also see $355,200 be used to upgrade
disability access, lighting and carpark resurfacing
at the Dysart Civic Centre and to upgrade the
Clermont Civic Centre courtyard. A total of
$34,800 will be spent to renew the Carmila
Beach water tank.”
Deputy Mayor Kelly Vea Vea, the Planning,
Environment and Community Services standing
committee chair, said Council is proud to be part
of the reactivation of Isaac events across the
region’s open spaces and community halls.
“Since COVID-19, we have played a huge role in
re-energising events in the Isaac with 298 events
led and supported by Council being reactivated,”
Cr Vea Vea said.
“We have given nearly $167,000 in COVIDrelated grant funding from a range of Council
initiatives.”
Cr Vea Vea said through the Australian
Government’s Local Roads and Community
Infrastructure Program, $546,000 will be
spent to upgrade kitchens at the Clermont
Civic Centre, Nebo Showgrounds, St Lawrence
Community Hall and the air-conditioning
replacement at Middlemount Community Hall.
“These projects help improve our facilities which
are part of Isaac’s shared space in hosting events,
workshops and conferences and we are proud
to see this money being spent on our valuable
assets,” Cr Vea Vea said.
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MEDIA RELEASE

Millions flagged to drive resilient road
projects for Isaac
Isaac Regional Council has adopted a multimillion-dollar road infrastructure budget to
improve the region’s local network and support
jobs.

“Recent work by Council to develop a road
hierarchy will help guide the allocation of
funding for the roads in our communities,” Cr
Pickels said.

A total of $15.7M roads investment will be
delivered as part of Council’s 2021-22 Budget.

“A total of $3.9M has been marked for rural
pavement rehabilitation and surface renewals,
and $4M will help re-sheet our unsealed rural
roads.”

Mayor Anne Baker said the 13 major projects will
stimulate the local economy and deliver better
roads for Isaac region’s ratepayers.
“Roads remain as part of our economic lifeblood
with more than $16 billion in agricultural and
mining products travelling our roads,” Mayor
Baker said.
“Our road maintenance and infrastructure are
at the centre of these booming industries which
provide a huge economic benefit to Australia.
It is integral to helping the Isaac region feed,
build and power the world by ensuring our roads
remain safe and to keep all industries moving.
Council’s investment will go towards repairing
key roads and maintaining the 4,500 kilometres
of road that make up the Isaac region road
network.
Engineering and Infrastructure Standing
Committee Chair Councillor Jane Pickels said all
communities would benefit from the funding in
Council’s budget.

Other road projects include:
• Repair and reseal sections of Valkyrie Rd on
the bus route - $2.8M, partly funded under
the Transport Infrastructure Development
Scheme (TIDS).
• Construction of Bully Creek Bridge,
Bulliwallah Hyde Park Rd - $437,200, partly
funded by the Bridges Renewal Program.
• Footpath works, along Dysart Middlemount
Rd, Garnham Rd to Queen Elizabeth Rd $315,000, funded by the Local Roads and
Community Infrastructure Fund.
Mayor Baker said Council would continue to
lobby both state and federal government to
deliver additional funding for roads in the region.
“We will continue to strongly advocate on behalf
of our ratepayers for a fair go. Isaac deserves a
better allocation delivery of funding and better
roads,” Mayor Baker said.
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DIVISION 1
CLERMONT RURAL & GLENDEN
The large
amount of
capital works
helping to
improve the
liveability of
Division 1 is
reflective of this
year’s budget
theme, because we know how
great it is to work, live and play
here and we want to show it off.
Local Glenden community
groups and organisations have
four opportunities to apply for
major grants a year, which are
vital to the social, sporting and
cultural fabric of the Isaac region.
Council is working hard to
re-activate the community as
part of our COVID-19 Strategic
Recovery Plan, and to bring life
back into our communities after

many events had a temporary
hiatus. You can apply for major
grants of $1,000 to $5,000,
assessed four times a year, or
minor grants of up to $1,000
accepted all year round.
Our sewerage pump station
assets are getting some
rehabilitation and remedial
works, with $550,000 being
shared across Glenden, Nebo
and Middlemount.
Roads are also on the menu
for Division 1 in the 2021-2022
budget. A whopping $1.3M will
be spent on our roads through
the Rural Unsealed Roads
Resheeting program (24% of
the program funding to Division
1) and the Surfacing Renewal
Program (19% of the program
funding to Division 1).
To help maintain our rural roads

we are expanding our water
access points with two new
rural water sources. This will
help reduce the reliance on
landowners and natural rain
dependant sources, and help
keep our roads looked after. This
is an investment within Division 1
of $203,000.
The construction of Bully
Creek Bridge is going ahead, an
investment of $437,000 partly
funded through the Bridges
Renewal Program (BRP),
an Australian Government
initiative to fund the upgrade
and replacement of bridges
to enhance access for local
communities and facilitate higher
productivity vehicle access.

CR GREG AUSTEN

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

GENERAL RATES BUYING LOCAL
FIRST
INCREASES
better investment in
local suppliers and
local businesses,
injecting additional
money into our Isaac
economy

$437,200
Construction of Bully
Creek Bridge, Bulliwallah
Hyde Park Rd*

$43,000
Improved lighting at
Lake Elphinstone**

$392,000
Surfacing renewal
program, 19% of
program funds directed
to Division 1

$347,000
Improvements to
Glenden Wastewater
Treatment plant

$929,000
Rural roads resheeting
program, 24% of
program funds directed
to Division 1

$203,000
Expanding water
access points to help
maintain our
rural roads

working with all levels
of government for
better roads, health
services, community
facilities, water & more

*The Bridges Renewal Program (BRP) ** Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program
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DIVISION 1

for 90% per cent of
us the general rates
increase is equivalent to
buying a cup of coffee
each week

ISAAC REGION

ADVOCATING
TO IMPROVE
OUR REGION

DIVISION 2
DYSART
Division 2 is
getting the
lion’s share of
the regions
Surfacing
Renewal
Program,
totalling over
$1.1M and
forming 53% of the program’s
budget. We are very proud to
be bringing such a large portion
of our road’s renewals funding
to our division. Keep an eye out
over the next 12 months to see
what roads will be worked on.
An additional $569,000 is being
spent in Division 2 on the Rural
Unsealed Roads Resheeting
Program, approximately 14% of
the programs budget.
There will be significant works

valuing $1.7M for improvements
to Dysart’s wastewater facilities.
Building and electrical upgrades
and trickling filter rehabilitation
will be upgraded on the
Wastewater Treatment Plant,
addressing current wastewater
treatment issues. We are also
improving plant optimisation,
and there will be works to
replace a section of the sewer
pumping main. All these positive
improvements to our wastewater
facilities are vital for Dysart to
remain an active and thriving
community.
Talking about active and vibrant
communities, we have a strong
focus on re-energising our
communities and improving the
liveability of the region. With
that in mind, we are thrilled to

have received funding under
the Queensland Government’s
Works for Queensland (W4Q)
program for upgrades to the
Dysart Civic Centre. Some of
the works include reinvigorating
the facade at the entrance,
upgrading and repairing
electrical components and
surface upgrades to the carpark.
There will also be a functional
reconfiguration of the Dysart
Library to create a ‘Community
Hub’. The community hub
project will create an active
venue where Dysart residents
can do their regular business
with Council, but also engage
in community programs and
events, learn about community
building and development
activities and so much more.
CR SANDY MOFFAT

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

GENERAL RATES BUYING LOCAL
FIRST
INCREASES
better investment in
local suppliers and
local businesses,
injecting additional
money into our Isaac
economy

$285,000
Dysart Civic Centre
outdoor beautification
upgrades**

$1.1M
Surfacing Renewal
Program, 53% of
program funds directed
to Division 2

$120,000
Dysart Community
Hub design and
construction

$315,000
Footpath works, along
Dysart Middlemount Rd,
Garnham Rd to Queen
Elizabeth Rd*

$1.7M
Improvements to
wastewater treatment
plant and mains

**Works for Queensland

DIVISION 2

for 90% per cent of
us the general rates
increase is equivalent to
buying a cup of coffee
each week

working with all levels
of government for
better roads, health
services, community
facilities, water & more

ISAAC REGION

ADVOCATING
TO IMPROVE
OUR REGION

$569,000
Rural roads
resheeting program,
14% of program funds
directed to Division 2
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DIVISIONS 3, 4, 5
MORANBAH
We have worked
hard to deliver
a budget with
many liveability
improvements for
our region, and
Moranbah is no
exception.
We have applied
for grants to fund
an upgrade of
the Moranbah
Community
Centre, which will
see a significant
amount of
the centre
refurbished,
to the value of
$2.5M in stage 1. This is part of a
2-stage project to upgrade our
great asset. An additional $7.5M
has been earmarked for future
upgrades to the centre.

The Greg Cruickshank Aquatic
Centre waterpark is getting
refurbished, totalling $1.2M,
with thanks to grant funding
received under the Queensland
Government’s Works for
Queensland (W4Q) program.
The new waterpark will be
a perfect place for families
and children, once again
underpinning this year’s budget
theme of re-activating our
communities.
Our water facilities are getting
some upgrades this year,
with $1.2M dedicated to the
remediation of the 400ML raw
water dam, undergoing much
needed upgrades and improving
storage for our growing
community.
The Water Treatment Plant is
replacing a deteriorated roof

on the clearwater reservoir,
and getting a filter media
replacement, with both projects
totalling $649,000.
Phase 2, stage 2 of the
Moranbah landfill design and
construction is on its way in
the upcoming year. The $1.6M
project will see the construction
of a new lined landfill cell, which
will allow Council to continue
providing quality waste services
to the community.
Sunshine Park is getting
solar lighting upgrades and
the Eastern Sporting Fields
perimeter fence is being
upgraded to improve safety and
eliminate unauthorised vehicles
on the fields.
CR GINA LACEY
CR SIMON WEST
CR KELLY VEA VEA

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

GENERAL RATES BUYING LOCAL
FIRST
INCREASES
better investment in
local suppliers and
local businesses,
injecting additional
money into our Isaac
economy

$244,000
Surfacing renewal
program, 12% of
program funds directed
to Division 3, 4 & 5

$2.5M
Moranbah Community
Centre Phase 1
refurbishment

$1.2M
Remediation of the
400ML raw water dam
for improved storage

$1.2M
New waterpark at the
Greg Cruickshank
Aquatic Centre**

$1.6M
Design and construction
of the Moranbah landfill,
Phase 2 Stage 2

$192,000
Upgrades to parks and
sporting fields across
Moranbah*

*Partly funded by Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program ** Works for Queensland
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DIVISION 3, 4, 5

for 90% per cent of
us the general rates
increase is equivalent to
buying a cup of coffee
each week

working with all levels
of government for
better roads, health
services, community
facilities, water & more

ISAAC REGION

ADVOCATING
TO IMPROVE
OUR REGION

DIVISION 6
CLERMONT

We have an
incredible
number of largescale works and
projects coming
to our Clermont
community
in this year’s
budget.
Over the last year, Council has
had some major engineering
contracts totalling $3.4 million.
Of that $2.2 million has been
spent in Clermont area.
Stage 2 of the Clermont
Showgrounds and Saleyards
Revitalisation Project is cofunded with Council through
the Australian Government’s
Regional Recovery Partnership,
totalling $3.2M. This amazing
project will help deliver jobs to
our community and support
recovery and growth, making

the showgrounds and saleyards
a world-class facility for future
events and as an economic driver.
There are five key elements
being upgraded in stage 2. These
include the Clermont rodeo
arena replacement, the southern
show pavilion refurbishment,
the creation of a showgrounds
main entrance, an open space
beautification and usability
upgrade and staged replacement
of key sections of the saleyards.
Pool users will be treated to
new BBQ and picnic facilities,
making a great space for our local
families to spend more time and
make a day of visiting the pool.
The already great facility at the
Clermont Civic Centre is getting
some beautification works done,
with funding by the Local Roads
and Community Infrastructure
Program and Works for

Queensland. The kitchen is
getting a renewal and the
courtyard is being reinvigorated,
which will help cater to more
people at the facility. Both
projects will see an investment of
$230,000.
Council’s commitment to
improving the water quality,
safety and sustainability of
Clermont is seeing another
$768,000 investment, which is
on top of the $4.9M dedicated
to Clermont’s water supply in
last year’s budget. It was great
to celebrate the opening of the
new 5-megalitre water reservoir
in April 2021. Many of the water
improvement projects are
outlined in the Clermont Water
Quality Response Plan.
CR LYN JONES

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

working with all levels
of government for
better roads, health
services, community
facilities, water & more

$768,000
Continued improvements
to the town’s water
network

for 90% per cent of
us the general rates
increase is equivalent to
buying a cup of coffee
each week

$30,000
Installing a new BBQ
and picnic facilities at
the Clermont Pool

$230,000
Civic Centre kitchen
renewal and courtyard
reinvigoration**

better investment in
local suppliers and
local businesses,
injecting additional
money into our Isaac
economy

$40,000
Future planning for
the Clermont Waste
Management Facility^

DIVISION 6

$3.2M
Stage 2, Clermont
Showgrounds &
Saleyards Revitalisation
Project*

GENERAL RATES BUYING LOCAL
FIRST
INCREASES

ISAAC REGION

ADVOCATING
TO IMPROVE
OUR REGION

$39,000
Installing fencing,
shelter, table and bike
rack at Lions Park for
the skatepark

*Australian Government’s Regional Recovery Partnerships **Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program and Works for Queensland
^operational budget
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DIVISION 7
MIDDLEMOUNT & SURROUNDS
We are getting
back to basics
and improving
our community
from the ground
up in Division
7 for this year’s
budget.
The majority of funds, 54%, from
the rural pavement rehabilitation
program, 21% of the Rural
Unsealed Roads Renewal
Program and 5% of the Surfacing
Renewal Program is being spent
improving our roads here in
Division 7. That is an incredible
$1.9M invested in improving
our roads in this division alone.
Keep an eye out over the next 12
months to see what roads will be
worked on.
Our sewerage pump station
assets are getting some

rehabilitation and remedial
works, with $550,000 being
shared across Middlemount,
Nebo and Glenden.
Improving the Isaac lifestyle
is a focus in this budget, and
Middlemount does not miss out.
The Middlemount Community
Hall improvements continue with
a new air-conditioning system
being installed this year. This
is an investment of $95,000,
funded by the Local Roads
and Community Infrastructure
Program.
$130,000 is being spent on
getting a recycled raw water main
out to the racecourse, which we
hope will make the racecourse
look even better and utilise our
recyled raw water network.
Our Animal Management
Centre is also getting a $75,000

upgrade, which will improve our
animal capacity and help more of
our furry friends be reunited with
their family or find a new home.
Local Middlemount community
groups and organisations have
four opportunities to apply
for major grants a year, which
are vital to the social, sporting
and cultural fabric of the Isaac
region. Council is working hard
to re-activate the community as
part of our COVID-19 Strategic
Recovery Plan, and to bring life
back into our communities after
many events had a temporary
hiatus. You can apply for major
grants of $1,000 to $5,000,
assessed four times a year, or
minor grants of up to $1,000
accepted all year round.
CR JANE PICKELS

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

GENERAL RATES BUYING LOCAL
FIRST
INCREASES
better investment in
local suppliers and
local businesses,
injecting additional
money into our Isaac
economy

$954,000
Rural pavement
rehabilitation program,
54% of programs funds
directed to Division 7

$75,000
Upgrade of
Middlemount Animal
Management Centre

$828,000
Rural unsealed roads
renewal program, 21%
of programs funds
directed to Division 7

$66,000
Installing fence and
bollard at Touch
Football Fields*

$130,000
Recycled water main to
Racecourse to improve
customer service

$95,000
Replacement of
air-conditioning
at Middlemount
Community Hall*

working with all levels
of government for
better roads, health
services, community
facilities, water & more

*Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program
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DIVISION 7

for 90% per cent of
us the general rates
increase is equivalent to
buying a cup of coffee
each week

ISAAC REGION

ADVOCATING
TO IMPROVE
OUR REGION

DIVISION 8
NEBO & ISAAC COAST
This year’s
budget
delivers a lot
of significant
projects in
Division 8.
An incredible
$5.6m is being
spent on roads in our division.
That is more than any other part
of the region.
46% of the Rural Pavement
Rehabilitation Program is
being spent on roads in our
division, 11% of the Surfacing
Renewal Program is coming
to our division, and 41% of the
Rural Unsealed Roads Renewal
Program is dedicated to Division
8.
The big-ticket item for our
division is the $2.8M to repair
and reseal sections of Valkyrie

Rd on the bus route. This project
is funded through the Transport
Infrastructure Development
Scheme and will improve
sections of this important road
and help to keep our families
safe.
In keeping with our budget
theme for this year we are
investing in multiple projects
to improve the liveability and
lifestyle of the region.
The St Lawrence Community
Hall is getting works to improve
disability access, replace the
kitchen so we can have bigger
and better functions and is also
getting some beautification
works. This will be funded under
the Local Roads and Community
Infrastructure Program.
The Nebo Showgrounds
are getting a much needed

$250,000 kitchen upgrade. This
world-class facility will have more
upgrades in the coming years
after Council has developed a
Nebo Showgrounds masterplan.
The existing Carmila Beach
campsite amenities water tanks
are getting an upgrade, which
will help ensure water availability
in the long-term to visitors and
beach users. This $34,800
investment is thanks to the
Works for Queensland program.
$120,000 will be spent improving
the Nebo Wastewater Treatment
Plant by upgrading the
monitoring control equipment.
This will help Council to
maintain efficiency, process
data for smarter decisions, and
communicate system issues
so there is less impact on our
community members.
CR VIV COLEMAN

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW`

working with all levels
of government for
better roads, health
services, community
facilities, water & more

$250,000
Nebo Showgrounds
kitchen upgrades**

for 90% per cent of
us the general rates
increase is equivalent to
buying a cup of coffee
each week

better investment in
local suppliers and
local businesses,
injecting additional
money into our Isaac
economy

$80,000
$120,000
St Lawrence Community Improvements to Nebo
Hall disability access, Wastewater Treatment
kitchen replacement &
Plant
beautification**

$60,000
Upgrade of Clairview
amenities block**

DIVISION 7

$1.6M
Rural roads resheeting
program, 41% of funds
directed to Division 8

GENERAL RATES BUYING LOCAL
FIRST
INCREASES

ISAAC REGION

ADVOCATING
TO IMPROVE
OUR REGION

$2.8M
Repair and reseal sections
of Valkyrie Rd on the
bus route*

*Transport Infrastructure Development Scheme ** Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program
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BUDGET INTRODUCTION

Executive Summary
The Local Government Act 2009 (the Act) and
Local Government Regulation 2012 require local
governments to consider the longer term when
managing their finances. Copies of the relevant
sections of the legislation and the requirements of
councils have been included in this document for
the purpose of informing the community of this
obligation.
Isaac Regional Council has taken this
responsibility seriously and has been working to
ensure that while this is a legislative requirement,
it is also good governance and management
practice to ensure that the council remains
financially viable and planning becomes part of
the way that we regularly do business.
The Act provides councils autonomy in preparing
their budgets. However, with autonomy comes
accountability, and the Government provided a
set of Local Government Principles, contained
within Section 4 of the Act.
To ensure the system of local government is
accountable, effective, efficient and sustainable,
Parliament requires —
(a) anyone who is performing a responsibility
under this Act to do so in accordance with the
local government principles; and

(b) any action that is taken under this Act to be
taken in a way that —
(i) is consistent with the local government
principles; and
(ii) provides results that are consistent with
the local government principles, in as far
as the results are within the control of the
person who is taking the action.
The local government principles are —
(a) transparent and effective processes, and
decision-making in the public interest; and
(b) sustainable development and management
of assets and infrastructure, and delivery
of effective services; and
(c) democratic representation, social inclusion
and meaningful community engagement; and
(d) good governance of, and by, local
government; and
(e) ethical and legal behaviour of councillors,
local government employees and councillor
advisors.
Isaac Regional Council’s 2021-22 Budget has
been prepared in accordance with these guiding
principles.
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BUDGET INTRODUCTION

Corporate, Operational and
Community Plan Objectives
The Budget for the 2021-22 financial year is
derived from the key strategies defined in our 20year Community Strategic Plan, 5-year Corporate
Plan, and our Annual Operational Plan.
Our 20-year Community Strategic Plan – Isaac
2035 is a blueprint for Council’s long term vision
for the Isaac region over the next twenty years.
The 5-Year Corporate Plan – Isaac 2022 acts as
a building block towards successfully delivering
these objectives through the identification of key
goals, strategies and performance indicators to
achieve our vision.
The Annual Operational Plan is a framework for
our operational delivery and targets over the next
12 months. The following are Council’s key themes
across our suite of strategic planning documents:
COMMUNITIES
Isaac will have resilient, connected and diverse
communities whose lifestyles and wellbeing
are supported and whose regional identity is
cherished.

ECONOMY
Isaac will continue to be Queensland’s number
one performing regional economy based on a
thriving, diverse and resilient mix of industry
sectors.
INFRASTRUCTURE
Isaac will have effective and sustainable
infrastructure that supports the needs of the
region’s communities and economic sectors.
ENVIRONMENT
Isaac will have an appropriate and sustainable
balance between environment, economy and
community to ensure our natural resources are
sustainably managed and protected.
GOVERNANCE
Council will be a strong, ethical and effective
advocate for the Isaac region, providing
transparent and quality decision making, and
efficient and cost-effective service delivery.

Operational Plan
The Operational Plan has been structured in
accordance with the functional responsibilities of
the Isaac Regional Council. These functions are as
follows:
COUNCILLORS
Isaac Regional Councillors are responsible for the
good rule and local government of the Council
area. They are responsible for representing the
current and future interests of the community
and for setting the strategic direction of the local
government. The responsibilities of Councillors
are clearly articulated in the Local Government
Act 2009.
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
The Office of the Chief Executive Officer is
responsible for the organisational leadership,
administration and strategic management of
the organisation. This includes organisational
development and training, human resources,

advocacy, day to day management of all functions
of Council and to ensure that the decisions
and policy of Council is carried out. The Chief
Executive Officer also provides advice to the
Councillors and is the custodian of records and
documents of Council.
CORPORATE, GOVERNANCE AND
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Corporate, Governance and Financial Services
provide the following functions; strategic and
business continuity planning, legal and insurance
administration, brand, media, and communication,
governance, risk management, disaster management,
asset management, financial services, rating, internal
audits, information technology, geographical
information services, records management,
organisational safety, procurement, stores, tenders
and contracts.

Cont...
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...Cont
PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND
COMMUNITY SERVICES
Planning, Environment and Community Services
provide the following functions; economic
development and tourism, customer service, place
management and community relations programs
including youth programs, grants administration
and management, stock route management,
arts and library services, libraries, community
development, planning and land development,
regulatory and building compliance, native title,
community leasing, commercial operations, local
laws and environmental services.
ENGINEERING AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Engineering and Infrastructure provide the
following functions; recreation, parks and open

space, engineering design and projects, roads
and urban services, fleet and depot management,
corporate properties and tenancy.
WATER AND WASTE
Water and Waste provides the following functions;
strategic planning, operations, construction and
maintenance of all of the Isaac water, wastewater
and waste facilities. This includes water asset
management, design and construct water and
wastewater infrastructure (future planning),
water product quality management, water and
wastewater emergency and incident response
coordination, network maintenance, treatment
and operations, waste management and resource
recovery network operation and infrastructure
planning.

Isaac
27
Isaac Regional
Regional Council:
Council: 2021-22
2021-22 Annual
Annual Budget
Budget 27

BUDGET INTRODUCTION

Budget Contents
In accordance with the Local Government
Regulation 2012 section 169 the following
documents are to be included in the budget
presented to Council –
(1) A local government’s budget for each
financial year must—
(a) be prepared on an accrual basis; and
(b) include statements of the following for
the financial year for which it is prepared
and the next 2 financial years—
(i) financial position;
(ii) cash flow;
(iii) income and expenditure;
(iv) changes in equity.
(2) The budget must also include—
(a) a long-term financial forecast; and
(b) a revenue statement; and
(c) a revenue policy.
(3) The statement of income and expenditure
must state each of the following—
(a) rates and utility charges excluding
discounts and rebates;
(b) contributions from developers;
(c) fees and charges;
(d) interest;
(e) grants and subsidies;
(f) depreciation;
(g) finance costs;
(h) net result;
(i) the estimated costs of—
(i) the local government’s significant
business activities carried on using a
full cost pricing basis; and

(ii) the activities of the local
government’s commercial business
units; and
(iii) the local government’s significant
business activities.
(4) The budget must include each of the
relevant measures of financial sustainability for
the financial year for which it is prepared and
the next 9 financial years.
(5) The relevant measures of financial
sustainability are the following measures
as described in the financial management
(sustainability) guideline —
(a) asset sustainability ratio;
(b) net financial liabilities ratio;
(c) operating surplus ratio.
(6) The budget must include the total value of the
change, expressed as a percentage, in the rates
and utility charges levied for the financial
year compared with the rates and utility charges
levied in the previous budget.
(7) For calculating the rates and utility charges
levied for a financial year, any discounts and
rebates must be excluded.
(8) The budget must be consistent with the
following documents of the local government—
(a) its 5-year corporate plan;
(b) its annual operational plan.
(9) In this section—
financial management (sustainability)
guideline means the document called
‘Financial Management (Sustainability)
Guideline 2013’, version 1, made by the
department.
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Financial Management and
Accountability
In accordance with the Local Government Act
2009 section 104, each local government must
establish a system of financial management
that complies with the requirements prescribed
under a regulation and must regularly review the
performance of its system of financial management.
(1) To ensure it is financially sustainable, a local
government must establish a system of financial
management that—
(a) ensures regard is had to the sound
contracting principles when entering into a
contract for—

(i) a 5-year corporate plan that
incorporates community engagement;
(ii) a long-term asset management plan;
(iii) a long-term financial forecast;
(iv) an annual budget including revenue
statement;
(v) an annual operational plan; and
(b) the following financial accountability
documents prepared for the local
government—
(i) general purpose financial statements;

(i) the supply of goods or services; or

(ii) asset registers;

(ii) the disposal of assets; and

(iii) an annual report;

(b) complies with subsections (5) to (7).
(2) A local government is financially
sustainable if the local government is able to
maintain its financial capital and infrastructure
capital over the long term.
(3) The sound contracting principles are—

(iv) a report on the results of an annual
review of the implementation of the
annual operational plan; and
(c) the following financial policies of the
Local government—
(i) investment policy;

(a) value for money; and

(ii) debt policy;

(b) open and effective competition; and

(iii) revenue policy.

(c) the development of competitive local
business and industry; and
(d) environmental protection; and
(e) ethical behaviour and fair dealing.
(4) A contract for the supply of goods or services
includes a contract about carrying out work.
(5)The system of financial management
established by a local government must
include—
(a) the following financial planning
documents prepared for the local
government—

(6) A local government must ensure the financial
policies of the local government are
regularly reviewed and updated as necessary.
(7) A local government must carry out a review
of the implementation of the annual operational
plan annually.
(8) To remove any doubt, it is declared that
subsection (1)(a) does not require equal
consideration to be given to each of the sound
contracting principles.
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